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Students were invited to come to the 
Horseshoe on Feb. 24 at 10:45 a.m. 
for “Coffee Talk on the ‘Shoe,” an 
event funded by the Offi ce of Student 
Affairs and Vice Provost. 
While the weather took a turn for the 
worse with freezing temperatures and 
rain, the event was still on. The Coffee 
Talk was relocated to the Gressette 
Room and students were able to meet 
and speak with university leadership, 
ad m i n i s t r at ion a nd Un iver s it y 
President Harris Pastides over coffee 
and breakfast.
According to Student Body Vice 
P r e s i d e n t  D o n n i e  I o r i o ,  t h e 
program was introduced to Student 
Government at this past year’s SEC 
exchange. At the exchange, SEC 
universities looked at peer institutions 
and discussed whether they have been 
successful.
“We’re all in the business of doing 
things for our students,” Iorio said. 
“The University of Florida started a 
program similar to this in order for 
students to meet administrators and 
administrators to meet students.”
Florida’s program was very successful, 
so USC decided to create “Coffee 
Talks on the ‘Shoe.” While this was 
its first year, administrators and SG 
offi cials hope to see it continue in the 
future.
“It’s a way to bring people together,” 
Iorio said. “You see administrators of 
all levels interacting with students of 
all years and they’re all doing it over 
a cup of coffee and some cinnamon 
rolls,” Iorio said.
The goal of the program is to give 
students the opportunity to meet with 
administrators and discuss anything 
that they wish.
Ta y lo r  S a nt a n a ,  a  t h i r d -y e a r 
international studies and business 
management student, came to the 
Coffee Talk with a group of French 
exchange students who were staying 
with her. The group got to meet 
Pastides, give him a high-fi ve and get 
Traveling and being able to win 
on the road has been tough for 
head coach Frank Martin’s South 
Carolina team this year, and the 
Gamecocks’ woes away from the 
Colonial Life Arena continued 
Tuesday night as they fell 59-51 to 
the Alabama Crimson Tide.
The Gamecocks were going for 
the season sweep of Alabama, as 
South Carolina beat the Crimson 
Tide 68-66 earlier in the season.
With just more than fi ve minutes 
remaining in the second half, South 
Carolina trailed by just one point, 
with the score at 50-49 after a made 
three-pointer by junior forward 
Michael Carrera.
However, the Crimson Tide 
would outscore the Gamecocks 
9-2 in the f inal 2:46 and South 
Carolina once again lost on the 
road. Martin’s team is now 1-7 in 
SEC games played away from the 
Colonial Life Arena.
South Carolina’s offense couldn’t 
produce down the stretch and the 
Gamecocks made only two of its 
fi nal 11 shots from the fi eld.
A labama sen ior g uard Lev i 
Randolph led the Crimson Tide 
with 17 points, but strong second 
half performances by senior guard 
Rodney Cooper and redsh i r t 
junior Retin Obasohan helped the 
home team pull away from the 
Gamecocks.
The duo scored just three points 
in the fi rst half, but the two players 
combined for 23 points in the fi nal 
20 minutes of play.
Although South Carolina only 
made 34.5 percent of its shots, the 
Carolina Closet, a professional attire 
rental program from Student Government, 
is anticipated to be operational next month. 
Part of Student Body President Lindsay 
Richardson’s election campaign, the program 
has been under development since last year.
The program will rent business professional 
clothing to students that may not own any, 
for a small price. The fee is not yet fi nalized. 
Carolina Closet will be located in the Solomon 
Blatt Physical Education Center.
The biggest obstacle the program faced was 
finding a space, but program leaders ended 
up choosing the space in the Blatt PE Center 
where the Student Government offi ces were 
temporarily located. 
The current problems surround the issue 
of dry cleaning. Not only must the matter be 
discussed, but further decisions about the fees 
for rental cannot be made until an appropriate 
dry cleaning service is selected.
“It really depends on some of the fees 
that we have to look into,” Missy Torgerson, 
Carolina Closet Program Director and third-
year public relations student, said. “We’ll need 
to get the clothes dry cleaned after they’re 
worn, so those are things that we’re still 
looking into.”
Though Torgerson helms the program now, 
Richardson started the program. She said she 
fi rst developed the idea when she was an RM 
in Patterson Hall. One of her residents was 
embarrassed that she had to ask to borrow 
professional clothes. Richardson realized that 
there had to be others who needed business 
Twenty people gathered in 
the kitchen of the Discovery 
bu i ld i ng  for  a  co ok i ng 
class hosted by Columbia’s 
C o o k i n g !  a n d  Pa t r i c i a 
Moore-Pastides on Monday 
night.
The women who gathered 
for the class prepared several 
M e d i t e r r a n e a n - s t y l e d 
dishes made primarily with 
vegetables.
C olu mbi a’s  C o ok i n g ! 
work s  w it h  t he  Ca ncer 
Prevent ion and Cont rol 
Program to promote healthy 
living and eating.
W h i le  Monday ’s  c la s s 
was  open to t he publ ic , 
other classes are limited to 
USC students. Columbia’s 
Cooking! also hosts classes 
specifi cally for Girl Scouts, 
Boy Scouts, University 101 
students and sororities.
T h e  s t u d e n t  c l a s s e s 
cost $10 and teach college 
students how to eat healthy 
while on a budget.
“I’ve always eaten pretty 
healthy, but it’s helped me 
focus on vegetables, fresh 
produce, buying in season,” 
sa id  T homas  Tafel ,  t he 
head graduate assistant for 
Columbia’s Cooking!
He continued to explain 
t h a t  t h e  m e a l s  t h a t 
Columbia’s Cooking! teaches 
people how to make are the 
result of research conducted 
by cancer researchers in the 
School of Public Health.
“They’ve run a literature 
r e v i e w  o f  o v e r  6 , 0 0 0 
art icles around the world 
on articles based on chronic 
inf lammation in the body 
from food and diets,” Tafel 
said. “They’ve accumulated 
these resu lt s  and scored 
them. What they’ve got from 
these 6,000 articles is a list 
of foods that they think are 
anti-infl ammatory.”
Beyond compiling a list 
of healthier foods to eat, 
they are in the process of 
creating a phone app that 
will tell users their dietary 
inf lammatory index. Using 
the information on foods that 
the user eats, the app will 
help get users in contact with 
a physician or a dietitian.
Chronic inf lammat ion, 
as Tafel expla ined, leads 
to problems l ike cancer, 
cardiovascular disease and 
diabetes. Eating healthy is 
one way to help prevent the 
onset of disease.
Moore-Pastides said that 
her  pa s s ion  for  hea lt hy 
eating and cooking began 
in 1987 when she and her 
husband went on a sabbatical 
to Greece. While she was 
there, she discovered that 
traditional Mediterranean 
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Healthier food, healthier life
Students, faculty join in Coffee Talk
Late game woes continue 
in loss to Alabama
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Students and faculty met and talked during a breakfast of coffee and cinnamon rolls.
Courtesy of The Crimson White
South Carolina men’s basketball faltered late against Alabama at Coleman Coliseum on Tuesday night 59-51.
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meals were easy to cook and 
were an easy step towards a 
healthier lifestyle.
“There are so many hidden 
calories and hidden fats and so 
much sodium in prepared foods,” 
she sa id.  “To me,  [ hea lt hy 
living] is the whole package of 
not smoking, waking up in the 
morning and exercising, eating 
well during the day and enjoying 
my food. I really do mean it 
when I say it’s not a lifestyle of 
deprivation in any way.”
Many of  t he women who 
attended the class already loved 
to cook, and were looking for 
a new type of dish for their 
families’ meals.
For Katherine Patterson, a 
mother from Orangeburg, the 
class taught her several useful 
recipes. Her husband has dietary 
restrictions because of his age, 
which made making tasty meals 
diffi cult.
“I’m really excited to have 
some new ways to add some 
variety because you get tired of 
the same three vegetables over 
and over and over again,” she 
said.
Columbia’s Cooking! will be 
returning Feb. 27 for a “Date 
Night” class and on March 1 for 
a monthlong Indian culinary 
series of classes. 
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Keith Olbermann suspended from ESPN 
because of insulting Twitter comment
Lexington School District students put 
into shelters because of chemical spill
Jeb Bush planning to return to 
South Carolina on March 17
CORRECTIONS
If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us know about it. Email editor@
dailygamecock.com and we will print the correction in our next issue.
Jeb Bush is returning to South Carolina in March, the State reported. This is the 
fi rst time he has visited South Carolina since announcing his run for the presidency in 
December.
Bush is planning to attend a breakfast for the Upstate Chamber Coalition on March 
17. The next day he will attend a fundraiser in Columbia for the SC House GOP. He 
will also be attending private events while in the state.
South Carolina is the fi rst presidential primary state in the south.
Bush, former Governor of Florida, is the son of former President George H. W. Bush 
and brother of former president George W. Bush. Bush has supported Nikki Haley’s 
election campaigns for governor and she has sought his advice while serving in this 
position.
     — Brandon Waltz, Assistant News Editor
Keith Olbermann has been suspended from ESPN for the rest of the week after 
making an insulting comment toward Penn State students on Twitter, The State 
reported.
A Penn State alum tweeted at Olbermann “We Are!” along with a link to an article 
about students raising over $13 million to fi ght pediatric cancer. Olbermann replied by 
tweeting “...Pitiful.”
The network released a statement saying that Olbermann’s comment was 
inappropriate and did not refl ect the views of ESPN. They added that Olbermann 
recognized that he was wrong and agreed to being off air for a week.
Olbermann apologized on Twitter, saying that he was referring to Penn State in 
general and not the students who fundraised. He congratulated the students on their 
efforts in his apology. Olbermann will be returning to ESPN on Monday.
     — Madeleine Collins, Assistant News Editor
Lexington School District Two put students into shelters as a precaution after a 
tanker truck crashed in the area, according to The State.
The truck was carrying isobutyl acetate, which is a chemical used as a thinning agent 
in the manufacture of sealants and lacquers. It is also used in making perfumes and as 
a fl avoring agent.
However, isobutyl is highly fl ammable. The vapors, if inhaled, can cause coughing, 
sore throat, dizziness, headache and loss of consciousness.
A contractor for the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental 
Control (DHEC) said that only a small amount leaked and that the material has been 
contained.
The decision to shelter the students was made by DHEC and local law enforcement.
     — Madeleine Collins, Assistant News Editor
A letter to the editor in Tuesday’s edition was printed without the author’s name. The letter was 
written by fi rst-year economics and international studies student Benjamin Smart. The Daily 
Gamecock regrets the error.
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Columbia residents learn to cook healthier meals at Moore-Pastides’ class.
attire for things like presentations 
and interviews.
“Of course I campaigned on it 
because I really did think it was 
a service that the student body 
needed,” Richardson said. She 
started the process as a senator last 
year and has been working to make 
Carolina Closet a reality ever since.
Richardson said Carolina Closet 
is set to open on March 16, but 
that depends on whether they can 
acquire enough clothes to meet the 
needs of every student. They plan 
to open when they reach 70 percent 
of their clothing capacity.
“If you want to donate clothing, 
that is awesome,” Torgerson said. 
“We’d really appreciate it. You just 
have to take it to Blatt where the 
closet will be located.”
Torgerson was t he former 
director of Walk Home Cocky 
and then transitioned to directing 
Carolina Closet because she had 
k nowledge and experience in 
direct ing programs. She wil l 
continue to head the program until 
the next student body president 
appoints a new director.
Torgerson is confi dent Carolina 
Closet will be open by the end of 
March at the latest and hopes it 
will continue to grow once it is 
launched.
“There [are] a lot of things 
that we still need to fi nalize but I 
think that we’re making incredible 
progress,” Torgerson said. “We’re 
def initely look ing forward to 
opening it in March.”
a photo with him.
“We got to talk to Pastides about the weather and 
just have a laid back and familiar conversation,” 
Santana said. “It was cool to speak to the president 
because he is a very important person in the 
university.”
Other students used the Coffee Talk to make a 
more professional connection with administrators. 
Iorio said that he stood next to a fi rst-year who 
had just begun his undergraduate research. The 
student was able to meet with the Executive Vice 
President of Research, and make an important 
connection.
“I think the informality is the beauty of this 
event. I know the elected leaders a lot better than 
the cabinet members so it was nice to meet a lot 
of them that I don’t normally get to see,” Pastides 
said.
Pastides had an executive council meeting prior 
to the event and encouraged those in attendance 
to come to the talk, so administration was very 
well-represented.
“Let’s remember why there’s a university. The 
purpose of it is not to employ. The university 
[exists] to educate our students and to provide 
them the power of education,” Iorio said. “That’s 
what these administrators are able to do.”
COOKPAGE1
COFFEEPAGE1
CLOSETPAGE1
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Due to bad weather, Coffee Talk on the ‘Shoe was 
relocated indoors to the Gressette Room.
Have you been advised?
Contact your advisor to kickstart your next 
semester at Carolina
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Big Sean has offi cially entered the game.
In the past few years, he has been nominated 
for Grammys and VMAs, even winning a 
BET Hip-Hop Award for best mixtape with 
“Detroit” in 2013. But, somehow he has 
effectively fl own just under the radar, below 
several other big names, not fully recognized 
and yet slowly building a solid rap career. But 
it seems as though there’s no stopping Sean 
Anderson from running with the big dogs now.
“Dark Sky Paradise” is Big Sean’s third 
album, and it easily surpasses his earlier music, 
both in content and quality. Several writers 
and producers collaborated on the album, 
bringing the deeply expressive track list to life. 
Collaborating with Kanye West’s record label 
seemed to have really opened doors for Sean.
He even raps his own phone number in 
the “Outro,” but don’t get too excited – the 
voicemail box is already full.
Throughout “Dark Sky Paradise,” Sean 
explores emotion and achievement’s highs and 
lows. Here’s a ranking of the album’s top songs 
to give you a feel for the tracks.
1. Dark Sky (Skyscrapers)
This is the fi rst song on the album and it 
starts it off strong. Sean is projecting good 
vibes with sick lines and creative verses. He 
emphasizes past failures and mistakes that have 
taken his career to the level it is at today.
Lyric to Listen For: “He like ‘man slow 
down with the girls you’re f---ing with / If they 
ain’t a quarterback, there’s no point in rushing 
it.”
2. One Man Can Change the World ft. 
Kanye West and John Legend
This song has potential to hit the top charts. 
It appeals to both the hip-hop fans and the 
R&B lovers by bringing in the soothing 
piano and heartfelt style of John Legend. 
It’s especially distinctive because it still 
accentuates Sean’s mannerisms that make his 
music so unique.
Lyric to Listen For: “But when you’re 
getting fast money, slow down, don’t crash / 
With all the drive in the world, swear you still 
need gas.”
3. Paradise (Extended)
Sean is back spitting sick bars in this track, 
working with Mike WiLL Made-It to produce 
a fast-paced heartfelt jam. The low saxophone 
in the background provides perfect context 
that is placed appropriately behind emotional 
lines.
Lyric to Listen For: “Finally famous over 
everything, that’s a numerator.”
4. Deserve It ft. PARTYNEXTDOOR 
(Deluxe Edition Bonus Track)
This song is reminiscent of an old school 
Kanye track, which really proves who Big Sean 
is infl uenced by. The lyrics are simultaneously 
down-to-earth and creative, which is a mind-
blowing combination that few rappers have.
Lyric to Listen For: “Some girls are the 
Lebron James of playing mind games / And 
switch their home team up every single time 
their mind change.”
5. Blessings ft. Drake and Kanye West
Focusing on the triumphs of his past, 
Sean collaborates with Drake and Kanye to 
produce an almost mellow list of blessings and 
triumphs that they’ve reached in their lives. 
The steady beat and repetition of the simple 
word “blessed” give off a different feel from 
a typical rap song, and the mood continues 
throughout the tune.
Lyric to Listen For: “I guess when your stars 
align / You do like the solar system and plan 
it out.”
6. Research ft. Ariana Grande (Deluxe 
Edition Bonus Track)
Creating a song with his current sweetheart 
was a bold and near-genius move on Sean’s 
part. The addition of female backup vocals was 
just what this album needed as the cherry on 
top of what appears to be a hugely successful 
album. It’s flirty, fun, catchy and Grande’s 
voice complements Sean’s perfectly.
Lyric to Listen For: “How you decode all 
my V-mails, Gmails even P.O. boxes got me 
P.O.’d / You saw my emails with CeCe when 
you wasn’t CC’d / I’m on my way to halfway, 
my baby, I need you to meet me.”
7. I Don’t F---k With You ft. E-40
This ridiculous hit couldn’t be left off, 
and it’s popular for a reason — chock full of 
profanity and super catchy beats, IDFWU has 
become a sensation of a song. There is hardly 
a night when a bar isn’t blasting it or people 
aren’t jokingly shouting the lyrics at each 
other. It may lack creativity, but Sean knew 
what he was doing when he cranked out this 
radio hit.
Line to Listen For: “Got a million things 
on my mind, executive deals online / Limited 
amount of time, chasin’ these dollar signs and 
you ain’t on your grind.”
Courtesy of Big Sean
This popular new release effortlessly surpasses 
his earlier releases in both content and quality. 
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Kid Rock mixed it up half 
of a smidge with his new 
country rock album “First 
Kiss.” These soft rock slow 
jams have shown the more 
mature side of Kid Rock and 
highlight his country side 
— although the new album 
is incredibly similar to his 
previous albums.
As a typical country rock 
artist, he tends to reference 
wh i skey,  beer,  c r u i s i n’, 
banjos, trucks, blue jeans, 
guns, bourbon, “the perfect 
g i r l ,”  Joh n ny  Cash  a nd 
countless other trite phrases. 
This album would be the 
ideal summer soundtrack 
for a business road trip or a 
middle-aged man’s sailboat 
r ide .  T hese  toe-t appi n’ 
tracks may be catchy, but 
they lack any sort of hype or 
originality.
The standout track in this 
album is hands down (and 
not surprisingly) “First Kiss.” 
The song’s rock vibe is very 
crisp and old-rock-esque. The 
intricate guitar riffs make up 
for some of the cliché lyrics 
like “roll my windows down” 
that remind him of his “fi rst 
kiss.” You will probably only 
hear this song for a couple 
of weeks on the radio until 
another similar rock tune 
replaces it, at a Kid Rock 
convention or at a tailgate 
if “Kid Rock” is the only 
Pandora station available.
Another semi-interesting 
track is “Good Times, Cheap 
W i ne”  wh ich  ha s  more 
of a gritty rock sound that 
complements the previous 
track “First Kiss” fairly well. 
This is a typical gritty, bluesy, 
feel-good, clap along tune 
about liking simple activities 
like drinking wine and loving 
yourself that lacks any real 
substance.
“Drinking Beer With Dad” 
sounds like a bad rendition of 
a show tune about beer. This 
track has nothing interesting 
to offer but cheesy lyrics and 
painfully repetitive lyrics.
If you’re digging around 
for a cliché summer playlist 
or a present for your dad, Kid 
Rock has you covered.
Former University of South 
Carolina student, Nate Walker, 
left his solo career behind to 
take part in his new band, The 
Harsh Truth. 
After graduating from the 
Governor’s School for Arts and 
Humanities, Walker majored 
in vocal performance at USC’s 
School of Music for two years. 
He then decided to leave school 
so he could focus solely on 
writing music. Walker started 
writing songs and came out 
with his Cold Water EP that 
featured three soulful tracks. 
After deciding his three tunes 
needed a redirected artistic 
vision, he started assembling 
pieces with some of his friends 
from Columbia.
“Work ing w it h a  band 
i s  b e t t e r  b e c a u s e  i t  i s 
more grat i f y ing and less 
intimidating when performing 
with a group,” Walker said.
Lead vocalist and rhythmic 
guitarist, Walker, looked for 
instruments to help improve 
his sound, until he discovered 
four men to form a new 
band. The new members 
included, Colin O’Keefe on 
bass and Andrew Lasseter 
on drums, who are currently 
third year students at USC. 
Other members included Joe 
Lansburg on guitar and Talon 
Vick on keys and percussion.
“With the old stuff I was 
pretty limited to that singer/
songwriter sound,” Walker 
said.
N o w,  i f  y o u  g o  t o  a 
performance by The Harsh 
Truth, you can expect to hear 
mixtures of everything from 
pop and rock to soul and blues. 
The band gets their sound 
from a mix of inspirations 
including John Mayer, Bon 
Iver, Buddy Miles, Eddie Hazel 
and Jimi Hendrix.
“As a band we are huge on 
older musicians from the late 
‘60s and early ‘70s,” Walker 
said.
Walker has always drawn 
a lot of comparisons to John 
Mayer and loves the haunting 
sounds from Bon Iver, so he 
tries to add their quality to the 
band’s new sound. Another 
factor that helped the band 
develop was USC’s curriculum 
and faculty. 
“The pract ice reg imen 
for anyone at the School of 
Music, especially performance 
degrees, is ridiculous,” Walker 
said. “If you weren’t eating, 
sleeping, or work ing, you 
would be practicing.”
Walker stressed that training 
really helps a performer grow 
into their instrument. USC 
has helped O’Keefe, Lasseter, 
and himself become better 
musicians. USC gave The 
Harsh Truth a network on 
campus to create their band 
and will hopefully help propel 
them in the future. Jacob Will, 
his professor at the School of 
Music, helped Walker in many 
ways and cares for his students.
“Not only was he a great 
teacher but he provided me 
with real life advice and served 
as a mentor for me,” Walker 
said.
For  ot her  USC mu s ic 
students looking to make it 
big:
“Just don’t give up if it’s what 
you really want. Persevere and 
be confi dent,” Walker said. 
                                                                                          Courtesy of Kid Rock
Kid Rock references cliches like beer, trucks, blue jeans and guns.
Courtesy of Nate Walker
USC Professor Jacob Will helped launch The Harsh Truth through mentoring, educating and training. 
“First Kiss”
Release Date: Feb. 24
Artist: Kid Rock
Label: Warner Bros. Records
Duration: 44:44 minutes
C+
“Dark Sky Paradise”
Release Date: Feb. 24
Artist: Big Sean
Label: Def Jam Recordings
Duration: 49:57 minutes
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Harsh Truth offers eclectic mix of tunes
Big Sean releases bold, 
deeply expressive tracks
Kid Rock drops typical, 
cliche, country- 
centered album 
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Part of the GAMECOCK Nation since 1967 • 830 Harden St.
$1.50/lb
WASH/DRY/FOLD
with Student ID
Cocky
Carolina Ca$h Accepted!
Carolina
YOUbe-        -tiful
with
performance poet
SONYA RENEE TAYLOR
TONIGHT 8 P.M. RH BALLROOM
{ }
F R E E  T O  S T U D E N T S ,  FAC U LT Y,  A N D  S TA F F  W I T H  VA L I D  C A R O L I N A C A R D .
 PA R T  O F  T H E  C A R O L I N A  B E - Y O U - T I F U L :  C E L E B R AT E  Y O U R  B O DY  W E E K
For more information or assistance, visit www.cp.sc.edu or call (803) 777 - 3950.
This event is subject to change. Paid for by Student Activity Fees.
the body is not 
an apology
Campus Wellness
Student Health Services
GREENECROSSING.COM 
FACEBOOK.COM/GREENECROSSING
803 
799-2900
coming soon...
brand new student housing at
PULASKI STREET & GREENE STREET
?? ??????????????
?? ?????????????????
???????????
?? ???????????????
????????????
?? ????????????????????
?????????????
???????????????????
?? ???????????????
????????
?? ???????????????
?? ?????????????
??????????????????
??????????
?? ??????????????
??????????????????
??? ??????
?? ????????????????
?????????????
?? ???????????????
?????????????????
?????????????
?? ????????????????
?? ??????????????
??????????????????
?? ????????????????
?? ?????????????
???????????
?? ??????????????
????????????
????????????????
?????????
?? ???????
?? ?????????????
??????????? ???
?? ????????????????
?????????????
?? ??????????
???????????
????????????????
??????????????
??????
?? ???????????
???????????
?????????????
??????
Your community. LIVE BY YOURSELF
but not alone!
Courtsey of Sona Renee Taylor
Founder of The Body is Not an Apology, Sona Renee Taylor will speak about body 
empowerment in the Russell House Ballroom at 8 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 5.
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The annual Academy 
Awards were presented 
this weekend, and for the 
20th year in a row I didn’t 
watch. The pomp and 
circumstance of these 
types of award shows 
just aren’t my cup of tea, 
but I understand from 
those who did watch it 
that “Citizenfour” won 
best documentary. For 
anyone else who watched 
neither the Oscars nor 
“Cit izen fou r”  wh i le 
it was in theaters, it’s a 
do c u ment a r y  ab out 
Edward Snowden and 
h is  role in t he 2013 
leaks about the National 
Security Administration 
(NSA) mass surveillance 
programs.
I  d i d n ’ t  s e e 
“Citizenfour,” but I did 
have the opportunity 
to watch Snowden in 
a live Skype call over 
Valentine’s Day weekend, 
along with about 1,700 
other students at the 
International Students 
for Liberty Conference 
in Washington, DC. 
Snowden was accepting 
a n  aw a rd  f r o m  t he 
Students for Liberty and 
gave a short speech on 
the importance of truth 
in a democracy before 
taking questions from 
the audience.
Of course, Snowden 
cou ldn’t  be t here in 
person; he’s currently 
in Russia, where he will 
l ikely remain as long 
as the United States 
government continues 
to try persecute him. In 
the words of Secretary 
of State John Kerr y, 
“Edward Snowden is a 
coward, he is a traitor, 
and he has betrayed his 
country. And if he wants 
to come home tomorrow 
to face the music, he can 
do so.”
When Kerry speaks 
of, “facing the music,” 
we have to assume he 
means that Snowden 
would be given a show 
trial, at the end of which 
he’d be locked up for 
l ife (if not executed). 
That was the case with 
Chelsea Manning, who 
was sentenced to 35 years 
in prison for playing a 
part in the WikiLeaks 
scandal, which seems so 
trivial in comparison to 
the NSA scandal that 
most of us have forgotten 
it even happened. At trial 
Manning wasn’t allowed 
to present any defense 
regarding why she did 
what she did until after 
she had already been 
convicted.
Snowden faces even 
more serious charges: 
he and the reporters 
who worked with him in 
bringing out this story 
a re  a mong t he  ver y 
few Americans ever to 
be charged under the 
Espionage Act, which 
was originally passed 
during WWI to punish 
foreign spies for sharing 
sensit ive informat ion 
with our nation’s enemies 
during wartime.
Letting the American 
people know that their 
government is secretly 
collecting their emails 
and other elect ronic 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  i s 
tantamount to spying 
for a nation we’re at war 
with, at least according 
to  Pres ident  Barack 
Obama’s administration. 
A p p a r e n t l y  O b a m a 
t h i n k s  c h a r g i n g 
whist le blowers with 
espionage in order to 
silence them makes this 
“the most transparent 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n 
history.”
Ron Pau l’s  quote , 
“truth is treason in an 
empire of l ies,” is far 
more applicable here. 
Snowden didn’t send his 
information to North 
Korea or China; he sent it 
to the American people. 
His actions brought to 
light programs whose 
con s t i t u t ion a l i t y  i s 
questionable even by the 
most conservative legal 
standards and absolutely 
Orwellian in the eyes of 
a civil libertarian. In a 
democracy, important 
questions like how much 
l iber t y  a nd  pr ivac y 
we should sacrif ice in 
the name of securit y 
are meant to be open 
to publ ic debate and 
de l ib er at ion  — not 
decided in secret by 
nameless government 
offi cials.
E d w a r d  S n o w d e n 
put his life and liberty 
on the line to preserve 
that democracy. Traitors 
don’t make that kind of 
sacrifice for such noble 
goals, but patriots do. It’s 
wonderful to see that, 
even though no court of 
law will give him a fair 
trial, the court of public 
opinion is swaying in 
Snowden’s favor.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not 
exceed 300 words. Students 
must include their full name, 
major and year. Faculty and 
staff must include their full 
name, position and department. 
Community members must 
include their full name and 
applicable job title. Verifiable 
statements of fact must include 
at least one source; if we cannot 
verify a statement of fact, your 
letter wil l not be published 
unti l the writer implements 
necessary changes or provides 
reputable sources for any facts 
in question. Letters are edited 
for clarity, style and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com
or mail them to 
The Daily Gamecock
1400 Greene Street
Columbia, SC 29225
Ross
Abbott
Third-year 
business 
student
If you, like me, were up at 3 a.m. Monday night 
browsing Twitter, you would have seen a quick 
trend that soon disappeared come morning entitled 
“Mother Teresa.”
This was in response to the leader of the Indian 
political party RSS saying that Mother Teresa’s 
primary purpose, instead of doing good, was to 
convert the people who came to her for help.
I know very little about Indian politics and plead 
ignorance about the character and morals of the 
person speaking. But he’s right about Mother Teresa. 
Perhaps more than he knows.
Most people have never heard Mother Teresa 
called a fraud, a liar and fundamentalist demagogue 
before, so let me get this out of the way.
Mot her  Teresa  was  a  f raud,  a  l ia r  a nd a 
fundamentalist demagogue. Everything you think 
you know about her is a fabrication.
First — her fraudulence. She is often said to have 
cared for the poor in her Home for the Dying, 
located in the slum-sprawled city of Kolkata.
She did not provide anything resembling adequate 
medical care to those she admitted. It is a house for 
the dying in the most literal sense of the word — it 
is where people go to die.
Instead of a hospital, where one’s life might 
potentially be saved, they are greeted with untrained 
and of ten v iolent volunteers  admin ister ing 
approximate medication.
One volunteer recounts the death of a man in 
Mother Teresa’s house, “I stood there in shock, not 
because I had witnessed a death, but because I had 
witnessed this volunteer inject this poor man several 
times, jabbing into his arm with careless force while 
appearing to have no idea how to fi nd his vein.”
This was in 2009 and resembles the k ind of 
treatment that was commonplace in Mother Teresa’s 
time there as well.
What is shocking, to me at least, is that this kind 
of mistreatment still happens long after her death 
in 1997. By that point she had raised millions of 
dollars to support her “Missionaries of Charity” 
organization. There is absolutely no possible way 
that she could not afford better treatment for the 
people she pretends to help.
She publicly supported the Duvalier regime in 
Haiti, the worst dictators in the western hemisphere 
in their time. She called “Papa Doc” Duvalier a 
friend of the poor and was paid with money he stole 
from the people of his country.
She also took stolen money — millions — from 
Charles Keating, a lout and a swindler who was 
convicted of defrauding people of millions in the 
Lincoln Savings & Loan scandal. She acted like his 
paid PR representative, sending a letter to the judge 
pleading Keating’s case.
Additionally, as a matter of character, people 
seem to forget that she was against abort ions 
unconditionally as well as condoms. This is the 
“fundamentalist demagogue” portion of her that 
isn’t known so well.
Think of it this way: the lack of family planning in 
places like Kolkata is one of the reasons that so many 
people die in poverty in her House for the Dying.
To put  i t  a not her  way,  brea k i ng  hu ma n 
reproductive behavior from the cycles of animals — 
as Mother Teresa would have it — might give them 
a better shot at creating a sustainable household. 
Mother Teresa’s teachings fueled the infl ux of dying 
people into her sickly hospice and have helped cause 
the misery she purported to alleviate.
I feel I must credit Christopher Hitchens, who 
made these points more than 20 years ago. His book 
“The Missionary Position: Mother Teresa in Theory 
and Practice” is well worth reading.
Mother Teresa is perhaps one of the most revered 
fi gures on earth. When one thinks of someone who 
has only done good, Mother Teresa is one of the fi rst 
people that comes to mind.
This, therefore, is perhaps the central principle of 
checking fi rst — it is always better to research things 
for oneself than to accept the societal narrative 
based on nothing but what is always repeated.
A nd it only takes a l it t le bit of research to 
understand what is patently true: she ruined the lives 
of mothers who — following their saint — believed 
that divorce was a sin even in the most disgusting 
violent marriage, that abortion was unacceptable 
even in cases of rape and that the concept of sex for 
pleasure was a faceless horror.
Mother Teresa is the last person who deserved 
that revered title “mother.”
Ben 
Crawford
Second-year 
English and 
Russian student
People right to 
call out Mother 
Teresa for 
horrible record
Award for Snowden movie 
reignites debate over his role
I ask, I beg — and I plead of 
you — vote for Jonathan Holt in 
this week’s Student Government 
presidential runoff.
Jonathan isn’t one to brag 
about his accomplishments or his 
position as a leader on this campus, 
but I will.
Jonat ha n spends  h i s  ver y 
scarce free time giving tours to 
prospective tours as a University 
Ambassador because he loves it, 
not for a resume bullet point.
Jonat ha n  he lp s  me  w r it e 
legislation, not because I send 
him fi ve emails about it the night 
before our meetings, but because 
he enjoys being the President Pro 
Tempore.
He’s  t he  rea l  dea l  — no 
gimmicks, no written speeches, 
and no bottomless pit of campaign 
funds.
Some say that being a politician 
type matters when trying to be the 
face of a mammoth student body. 
I couldn’t disagree more. Being a 
hardworking, compassionate and 
down-to-the-core-nice-person 
matters and that personality shines 
through in any setting.
I want to see a student body 
president who blends in with the 
rest of us but sticks out as a leader. 
Holt is the guy.
- Tatiana Chin, four th-year 
information technology student
Carolina Closet, a Student 
Government initiative that was a 
campaign issue last election cycle, 
looks as if it will be achieved.
We applaud  t he  d r ive  of 
Student Body President Lindsay 
Richardson to complete this 
project. Too many polit icians 
promise ideas in their campaigns 
only to abandon them during 
their terms when challenges arise. 
Although the various logistical 
challenges have made this project 
diffi cult to fi nish, it appears that 
her goal of creating Carolina 
Closet will be achieved.
However, not all the work has 
been completed yet. We urge 
Richardson to follow through 
with this project, even if it means 
committing time and effort after 
her time as president is complete. 
T h i s  prog ra m shows  t he 
p o t e n t i a l  o f  S G .  D u r i n g 
this elect ion, we have found 
ourselves questioning the role 
and impor t ance of  St udent 
Government on campus. We 
believe initiatives that have the 
potential to help many students, 
like Carolina Closet, are where SG 
shines. It’s not in senate procedural 
matters or normal business. While 
important, those things don’t 
make the average student care 
about SG.
Taking an idea from students, 
campaigning on that idea and 
following through on it is the 
essence of student democracy. 
If Carol ina Closet succeeds, 
we believe it should serve as an 
example of what is good about SG.
ISSUE 
Carolina Closet program 
nearing launch.
OUR STANCE 
Program an example of the 
way SG should work.
CODY SCOGGINS
Asst. Photo Editor
HANNAH JEFFREY
Editor-in-Chief
SAMANTHA LOCKWOOD
Managing Editor
EMILY READY
Copy Desk Chief
BRITTANY WILT
Design Director
WILL HELMS
Asst. Sports Editor
BEN TURNER
Asst. Opinion Editor
LAUREN GALIDA
Asst. Arts & Culture Editor
Carolina Closet an example 
of good Student Government
“We believe initiatives 
that have the potential 
to help many students, 
like Carolina Closet, 
are where SG shines.”
PHD • JORGE CHAM HOROSCOPES
8 Wednesday, February 25, 2015
EMPLOYMENT
Service Systems Associates 
at the Riverbanks Zoo & 
Garden is now hiring for 
seasonal concession and 
retail employees. Candidates 
must have some weekend 
and weekday availability. Ideal 
candidates will enjoy working 
in a fast paced environment, 
have some customer service 
experience, be responsible, 
committed to cleanliness, 
and have a positive 
attitude. Please respond by 
email and attach resume. 
riverbanksssa@yahoo.com
Experienced Personal 
Health and Fitness Trainers 
needed
Pt and Ft hours available.  
Gym is 1 mile from campus. 
Contact Anne Marie for details 
803.799.9455.
Email mfulmer44@aol.com
TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189 for 5 Days. All prices 
include: Round-trip luxury 
party cruise. Accommodations 
on the island at your choice 
of thirteen resorts. Appalachia 
Travel. www.BahamaSun.com 
800-867-5018
CLASSIFIEDS 8
ACROSS
1 Employment
agency listings
5 Fried Cajun
veggie
9 WWII conference
site
14 Billion extension
15 Steady guy
16 He hunted with a
club in the
“Odyssey”
17 Club used as a
weapon, say
20 Nonagenarian
actress White
21 Yeats or Keats
22 Color, as Easter
eggs
23 Summer
quencher
24 Dorm VIPs
27 Where Lux. is
29 Kid-friendly
comfort food
36 Soothing additive
38 River through
Sudan
39 Country rocker
Steve
40 Sable maker,
brieﬂ y
41 Turn __ ear
43 Pub projectile
44 Former
Portuguese
territory in China
46 Preﬁ x with -pus
47 Abates
48 Tests during
which checking
notes is allowed
51 Gymnast’s goal
52 Deli bread
53 Art on skin,
slangily
56 Draw upon
59 Not as much
62 Calf-roping gear
64 Candid sort
68 Street toughs
69 Diamond Head’s
island
70 Aromatic drinks
71 Go on tiptoe
72 Small songbird
73 Wine area near
Turin
DOWN
1 “Star Wars”
gangster
2 No longer
squeaky
3 Xbox battle game
4 Told to go
5 Asian tie
6 Barbie’s guy
7 Grating voice
8 One might get
stuck in a jam
9 Video-sharing
website
10 Radius’s limb
11 Committed
perjury
12 Randall who
played Felix
Unger
13 Chip in a chip
18 Supermodel
Banks
19 Marsh stalk
25 Tolstoy’s
Karenina
26 Snowmobile
brand
28 “__ and weep!”:
poker winner’s
cry
30 Take back
31 Smart guy?
32 More like Felix
Unger
33 African countries
on the
Mediterranean,
e.g.
34 Mediation agcy.
35 Congeals
36 Target practice
supply
37 “... one giant __
for mankind”
42 Cunning
45 Washington
Monument, for
one
49 Universal blood
type, for short
50 Related to ﬂ ying
54 Had lunch in
55 Foot bones
56 Letter carrier’s org.
57 Leave
speechless
58 Marine eagle
60 Vegas event
61 Kindergartner’s
reward
63 Tiny bit
65 Wanted-poster
letters
66 Sailor’s pronoun
67 Attila, notably
2/25/15
For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com
or download our
app!
02/25/15
1 2 3 4
For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com
or download our
app!
Need legal advice? Meet with an attorney for a FREE consultation
Current USC students can schedule appointments on Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. by calling:
803-777-6611
www.sa.sc.edu/student-legal-services
Student
Legal Services
University of South Carolina Student Life
•Landlord-Tenant 
•Housing  
•Consumer Protection  
•Probate Law  
•Domestic Relations 
•Employment Law
This service is provided in partnership with South Carolina Legal Services and funded through the Campus Activity Fee.
www.gandbmagazine.com
more classifieds online at dailygamecock.com/classifieds
Aries
A  s o l u t i o n  t o  a n 
o l d  p r o b l e m  i s 
b e c om i ng  obv iou s . 
Tell friends you’ll see 
them later. Get into 
s t u d ie s .  A l lo w  f o r 
miracles. Don’t waste 
money on fantasies. 
Understanding arrives. 
You learn more quickly 
over the next few days.
Taurus 
T h e r e ’ s  m o n e y 
coming in today and 
tomorrow. Something 
you try doesn’t work. 
Don’t gamble or risk 
untested methods. Try 
again and take it slow. 
Take care to conserve 
resources. You and a 
loved one communicate 
wordlessly.
Gemini 
D i s c u s s  p r a c t i c a l 
aspects of a personal 
project .  Prepare for 
a launch. Work may 
take precedence over 
party planning. Relax. 
Pe r s u a d e  s o m e o n e 
talented to get involved. 
Have  f a it h  w it hout 
knowing how. Throw 
your hat over the wall.
Cancer 
W r i t e  d o w n  y o u r 
d r e a m s .  C o n s e r v e 
r e s ou rc e s ,  w i t hout 
worr y ing about t he 
money. It’s not a good 
time to bet on a mirage. 
It’s a great time to sell, 
though. Get peaceful 
and create space for 
meaningful dialogue.
Leo 
Today and tomorrow 
are good party days. 
It could get expensive 
if you don’t watch the 
budget. Avoid f r i l ls. 
You’re  i n s p i r e d  b y 
words of love. Connect 
and share ideas and 
support. Work together 
t o  t a k e  o n  f i e r c e 
competition.
Virgo  
L o ok  a t  t a k i n g  on 
more responsibi l it y 
over the next few days. 
Cha l lenge yoursel f . 
Yo u r  h o l d i n g s  a r e 
gaining value. Support 
your partner through a 
breakdown. Talk it over. 
Consider consequences. 
Tr ust  emot ion over 
rationality. Stand for 
love.
Libra 
Have a place to land 
before  you set  out . 
Saving is better than 
spending now. Do the 
research to f ind the 
best deal. Get tickets 
i n  ad v a nc e .  Tr ave l 
a n d  r o m a n c e  b o t h 
look good today and 
tomorrow.
Scorpio 
M a k e  l o n g - r a n g e 
p l a n s .  F i g u r e  o u t 
your f inances today 
and tomorrow. Set up 
a budget to realize a 
vision. Find what you 
want close to home. 
Confront and diminish 
o ld  f e a r s .  You  r u n 
across an old friend.
Sagittarius
 Resolve a breakdown 
in a partnership before 
it has time to grow. It’s 
a good time to get your 
message across. Don’t 
rely on log ic a lone, 
while presenting clear 
data. Dreams provide 
s y m b o l i c  a n s w e r s . 
Mix poetry into your 
persuasion.
Capricorn
 There’s plenty of work 
today and tomorrow. 
A  c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
could get garbled or 
delayed. Get assistance 
from an expert. Cite 
your sources. Sidestep 
obstacles by keeping 
your eyes peeled. Love 
calms your weary mind.
Aquarius 
You may need to choose 
b e t w e e n  m a k i n g 
mo ne y  a nd  h a v i n g 
fun. You’re attractive, 
and at t racted, today 
and tomorrow. Talk 
your way around an 
obstacle. Turn down 
an expensive invitation. 
P l a y  a  g a m e  f o r  a 
practical objective.
Pisces 
Home is where your 
he a r t  i s  t o d ay  a nd 
tomorrow. You may 
find yourself cleaning 
someone else’s mess. 
Don’t overlook a loved 
one’s needs, yet let the 
kids do their share. A 
bubble bath soothes 
weary bones.
boots & bows
Mondays & Wednesdays dailygamecock.com
The Newsroom
dailygamecock.com/blog/newsroom
Check out
We’ll be there!
night started off well.
As soon as the first half began 
sen ior g uard Ty rone Johnson 
quickly put up two consecutive 
three-pointers and South Carolina 
led 6-0.
By halftime, the two teams were 
evened up at 22-22 in a low scoring 
affair.
But as the second half went on, 
the scoring increased, with Alabama 
outscoring the Gamecocks 37-29 
after halftime.
Alabama shot an impressive 47.4 
percent in the first half, but was 
still able to become more effi cient 
on the offensive front in the second 
half, making 52.2 percent of its 
shots.
Despite its poor shooting, South 
Carolina certainly had its chances 
to come away with a fi fth SEC win 
but just couldn’t put the ball in the 
basket, which has been a recurring 
theme this season.
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  t o o k  1 3 
more shots than A labama and 
outrebounded the Crimson Tide 
36-26, but couldn’t make them pay.
Ju n i o r  f o r w a r d  L a i m o n a s 
Chatkevicius led South Carolina 
with 18 points, making 58.3 
percent of his shots from the 
fi eld and sophomore guard Duane 
Notice added 16 points. However, 
outside of those two, no other 
Gamecock scored more than seven 
points.
Sophomore g uard Sindar ius 
Thornwell, who entered the game 
averaging a team-best 11.4 points 
per game, was held to only four 
points as he made just two of 14 
field goal attempts, including an 
0-8 mark from three-point range.
As a team, the Gamecocks made 
only 23.3 percent of their three-
pointers (7-30).
One positive for South Carolina 
was the return of freshman guard 
Marcus Stroman. Stroman had 
missed four straight games because 
of a throat infection which caused 
him to lose 20 pounds, but the 
Columbia native was cleared to 
play.
Next up for South Carol ina 
(13-14, 4-11 SEC) is a home game 
against Mississippi State (12-15, 
5-9 SEC) in Colonial Life Arena on 
Saturday, Feb. 28 at 6 p.m.
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SPORTS 9
“NO CASH? NO PROBLEM!”
We now take VISA, Master Card & American Express!
DON’T DRINK & DRIVE 803-799-3311
CHECKER YELL  W CAB
SEE US ON SALUDA ST. IN FIVE POINTS 
FOR A FREE RIDE!
WHY START OVER?
Transfer credit is evaluated on a case-by-case basis. South University, Columbia offers no guarantee that credit 
earned at another institution will be accepted into a program of study offered by South University, Columbia. 
See suprograms.info for program duration, tuition, fees, and other costs, median debt, federal salary data, alumni 
success, and other important info.
Programs, credential levels, technology and scheduling options vary by campus and are subject to change. Ad-
????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ????????????????????????
Our email address is csprogramadmin@edmc.edu.
We believe your education is worth  
something. So, if you’ve earned credits  
?????????????????????????????????????????
???????? ???????????????????????????????????
nursing programs.  
The process is painless, so speak to us 
to see if you are eligible to transfer your 
completed credits. 
LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS OPPORTUNITY AT:
SULearnMore.com/Apply 
????????????
EXPLORE YOUR TRANSFER 
CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES
A select few apartments available. 
Now pre-leasing for Fall 2015
Rates:
2 Bedroom 
$1050
1 Bedroom
 $940
Efficiency 
$750
ALL UTILITIES 
INCLUDED
1230 PENDLETON ST
(803)799-1442
had g reat  f reshman 
seasons?  
B u r k e :   We l l , 
I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e 
freshman of the year is 
probably a two person 
race between Brianna 
Turner at Notre Dame 
a nd  A’ j a  W i l son .  I 
th ink it could come 
down to simply who 
f inishes stronger and 
where their respective 
teams f inish overall. 
I think the adversity 
she had to face against 
Connecticut will help 
A’ja Wilson in the long 
term. You can tell she’s 
a competitive kid and 
not having the game 
she had up for in Storrs 
will help her achieve. 
T D G :  W h at  d o 
you think about Dawn 
Staley as a coach?  
Burke:  The f irst 
time I watched Dawn 
Staley practice, I was 
covering a men’s game 
in Ph i ladelph ia and 
[Staley] was using La 
Salle’s gym for some 
reason. She was the 
head coach at Temple, 
and I was there several 
hours before gett ing 
ready for  my men’s 
g a me ,  but  watc hed 
Temple  pr ac t ic e .  I 
remember all the way 
back then — it would 
have been in her fi rst or 
second year at Temple 
— how impressed I was 
with her command of 
the game, her ability 
to reach those kids. I 
remember dist inct ly, 
there was a moment 
at the end of practice 
when she brought the 
group together and she 
was unhappy with one, 
the level of intensity 
and t wo, t hat t here 
seemed to  be  some 
d issat i s fac t ion w it h 
roles and she referenced 
a moment when she 
w a s  t h e  O l y m p i c 
t e a m  p o i nt  g u a r d . 
She said, “You know 
what, I didn’t always 
agree that I wasn’t the 
start ing point guard 
on the Olympic team, 
but I can tell you that 
I st i l l did my job to 
the best of my ability.” 
There’s cache in that 
kind of message with 
history and experience 
that naturally I think 
players would gravitate 
to. 
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“I think the 
adversity she had 
to face against 
Connecticut will 
help A’ja Wilson 
in the long term.”
 —Doris Burke
This Friday,
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What are you doing this weekend?
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Tuesday’s loss drops the Gamecocks under .500 for the ﬁ rst time this season.
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Doris Burke, a basketball analyst and reporter 
for ESPN and a former college basketball player 
at Providence College, has covered the NBA, 
NCAA women’s basketball and NCAA men’s 
basketball over the course of her television career. 
Burke offered commentary on the game between 
No. 2 South Carolina and No. 6 Tennessee, which 
the Gamecocks won 71-66. Before the game, The 
Daily Gamecock caught up with Burke and got 
her thoughts on South Carolina, Dawn Staley and 
the rest of women’s basketball. 
TDG:  What are your overall thoughts on this 
women’s basketball season in particular? What 
storyline or storylines stand out to you? 
Burke:  Well, I think the most important 
thing to start the year was Stanford upsetting 
UConn on [Stanford’s] home f loor. It was a 
trigger point for hope across women’s basketball. 
This idea that the defending national champion, 
who had handled Notre Dame with such ease 
in the Final Four, could be beat and could be 
beat early. So, I think that was the fi rst tipping 
point in the season, it happened in November. I 
think the fact that South Carolina was No. 1 for 
such a long stretch of time is good for women’s 
basketball. There is what I call UConn fatigue. 
From a casual fan standpoint, I think sort of 
there’s a sense that only Connecticut can win the 
national title and that, to me, is dangerous for 
women’s college basketball. So, I thought it was 
crucial that someone else ascended to number one 
and stayed there for a long time. And now we have 
a compelling opportunity for a rematch between 
one and two in the Final Four. 
TDG:  When you look at this South Carolina 
team, what stands out about it? What are its 
strengths?  
Burke:  Well, I think you begin on the 
defensive end of the court. I think that Dawn 
Staley has been around long enough to know that 
defense is what wins you championships. UConn 
has won more than any other program in history 
and everyone wants to talk about how good they 
are offensively, but they have won those nine 
titles because they’ve been by and large the best 
defensive team in the country, so I would begin 
with their defense. I think on the offensive end, 
you can look at somebody like Tiffany Mitchell, 
who in a possession ball game is not afraid of the 
moment and can deliver shots at every moment 
you might possibly need. Their depth is a factor, 
they can wear people out, their size inside is 
problematic for a lot of teams. There’s an awful 
lot to like about South Carolina.  
TDG:  A’ja Wilson, she’s just a freshman. 
How does she compare to other players who have 
Brennan Doherty
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South Carolina faces Clemson for a three-game series starting on Feb. 27. 
You wouldn’t know it by the 
cold and precipitation-filled 
weather most of the country is 
still experiencing, but college 
basebal l season is now in 
full swing. With Vanderbilt 
winning the College World 
Series last June, an SEC team 
has been crowned the sport’s 
best in four out of the last six 
seasons and the conference 
once again appears to be 
loaded in 2015. 
Eight different SEC schools 
are ranked in D1Baseball.
com’s latest Top 25 rankings 
with the Commodores and 
Florida holding the No. 1 and 
No. 2 spots.
G a m e c o c k s  h e a d  t o 
Clemson
After losing it s season-
o p e n e r  t o  C o l l e g e  o f 
Charleston, No. 5 South 
Carolina has since rattled off 
six straight wins and are now 
preparing for its upcoming 
weekend series with r ival 
Clemson after Tuesday’s game 
versus Davidson was canceled 
due to inclement weather. 
The Gamecocks are 9-2 
against the Tigers over the 
course of  t he past  t h ree 
seasons and will t ravel to 
Clemson’s Doug Kingsmore 
Stadium for game one on 
Friday. The series will then 
move  to  F luor  F ie ld  i n 
Greenville for a neutral site 
game before the series fi nale 
is played at Carolina Stadium 
on Sunday. 
Clemson is 4-2 as the Tigers 
went 1-2 in its opening series 
against West Virginia before 
sweeping Maine in a three-
game series last weekend.
Defending champions 
still on top
One year removed from its 
first national championship, 
Vanderbilt st ill f inds itself 
a s  t he  SEC ’s  b e s t .  T he 
Commodores were picked to 
win the conference in 2015 by 
SEC coaches and still possess 
a lot of talent from last year’s 
club.
Despite having a bit of an 
underwhelming start to the 
season with a pair of losses 
to Santa Clara and Indiana 
State, Vanderbi lt (4 -2) is 
still expected to be among 
the nation’s best and placed 
fi ve players on the 2015 SEC 
baseball coaches preseason 
a l l-SEC f irst and second 
teams.  Vanderbi lt  jun ior 
pitcher Walker Buehler has 
yet to pitch in 2015 due to 
arm issues after posting a 2.64 
ERA in 2014, but the right-
hander’s return should boost 
the Commodores’ pitching 
rotation. 
Vanderbilt visits Carolina 
Stadium for a three-game 
series from April 16 through 
April 18.
Missouri off to surprising 
start
Missouri, a program that 
has yet to have a winning 
record in its fi rst two seasons 
as a member of the SEC, is off 
to a surprisingly good start in 
2015. The Tigers were picked 
to fi nish last in the SEC East, 
but have started off the year 
strong. Missouri is 7-1, albeit 
against a weak nonconference 
schedule, but its fast start 
has caught some by surprise. 
Missouri head coach Tim 
Jamieson’s program has not 
made the NCAA tournament 
since 2012 when the Tigers 
won the conference title in its 
fi nal year as a Big 12 member. 
A l a b a m a  o u t f i e l d e r 
tearing it up
T he  s e a s on  i s  you n g, 
but  A labama sophomore 
outf ielder/inf ielder Casey 
Hughston leads the league or 
is near the top in most major 
hitting categories.
A Mobile, Alabama native, 
Hughston ranks fi rst amongst 
SEC batters in batting average 
(.720), on-base percentage 
(.724), hits (18), doubles (6) 
and total bases (29). Hughston 
is also second in slugging 
percentage (1.160), runs scored 
(11) and is third in RBIs (11).
Brennan Doherty
@BRENNAN_DOHERTY
Q&A with ESPN 
analyst Doris Burke
Around 
the SEC: 
Baseball 
Edition
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Gamecock great 
Kip Bouknight 
enshrined
Former South Carolina pitcher K ip 
Bouk night was announced as a 2015 
inductee to the South Carolina Athletic 
Hall of Fame.
Bou k n ight  wa s  a  p it cher  for  t he 
Gamecocks from 1998-2001. His 482 
innings pitched, 457 strikeouts and 57 
decisions are all school records. Bouknight 
is tied for the all-time SEC wins record 
with Mississippi State’s Jeff Brantly with 
45.
The Cayce native is the only Gamecock 
to win both the Rotary Smith Award 
and the Golden Spikes Award. In 2000, 
Bouknight went 17-1 with a 2.81 ERA, 
making him a consensus All-American 
and leading South Carolina to an SEC 
Championship for the fi rst time in school 
history.
South Carolina’s coaching staff still gives 
out the Kip Bouknight Award each year to 
the university’s best freshman pitcher.
His play days now over, Bouknight is a 
sales executive at Hub International. He 
lives in the Columbia area with his wife and 
two children. Bouknight still keeps up with 
his alma mater and frequents local radio 
stations to talk about Gamecock baseball.
“I am truly honored to be named to 
the SCHOF,” Bouknight said. “The fi rst 
thing I think of are the amazing coaches 
and awesome teammates I had. I have to 
congratulate my teammates and coaches as 
well as they are a huge part of this honor.”
Bouk night is one of seven players, 
coaches and journalists being inducted 
this year. Others on the list include former 
Clemson running back Terry Allen and 
former U.S. soccer player Bruce Murray.
  —Compiled by Will Helms 
